
Onderzoek in Park Voorveldse Polder 

In het kader van het project ‘Effecten van kunstlicht op flora en fauna in Nederland’ doet Davide 
Dominoni van het Nederlands Instituut voor Ecologie in Wageningen onderzoek naar het effect van 
kunstlicht op stadsvogels. 

 

Voor dit onderzoek heeft hij een voederautomaat en verschillende nestkastjes in het park geplaatst. 
In onderstaand artikel vertelt Davide Dominoni iets over zijn onderzoek. 

What is an urban bird? 

Cities are smelly and noisy. Cities are also so bright at night that if you never leave them you will 
never know how stars look like, let alone the Milky way. But cities can, and in some cases are, be 
refuges for a large number of animals that can find a new home within all the concrete of our streets 
and buildings. But they key question is? How do animals adapt to city life? And are city birds different 
than rural ones? These are the questions that moved me since I started studying for my Biology 
degree in Italy. I am now a researcher at the Netherlands Institute for Ecology in Wageningen and I 
have recently initiated a project in Utrecht to try to answer these questions. I have placed several 
nest boxes for cavity nesting songbirds in the Voorveldse Polder, as well as many more across the 
city, including Wilhelmina Park, Lepelenburg, Sonnenborgh and Morelseepark. As I am particularly 
interested in the effects of light pollution on birds, some of these boxes have been placed in strategic 
locations, for instance below street lamps. We want to know what is the effect of light on birds’ 
breeding behaviour, and in particular whether different types of lights have different effects. This is 
an important question because many city councils across the Netherlands and the world are 
currently switching from old, traditional incandescent light bulbs to LED lights. Some areas in 
Amsterdam and Utrecht have already been converted to LEDs, but many more will follow. We want 
to take advantage of this and understand whether this switch might matter for birds. Hopefully the 
birds around Voorveldse park (mainly great tits, blue tits and nutchatches) will start building their 
nest in the next spring, allowing us to study them. So keep an eye on our feathery friends around the 
park!  
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Website of larger project: www.lichtopnatuur.org  
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